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St. Mary’s Catholic School educates the whole child: 
 spiritually, intellectually, and physically. 

 

 

Advent 
Come, Lord Jesus!  Come and visit your people.  

We await your coming.  Come, O Lord.  
 

Each year we are offered this season of Advent.  The prayers are often about the “coming” of Jesus and the culture around us clearly 
points to Christmas.  Advent can seem less like a time of remembering the coming of Jesus at Christmas and become a more a time of 
Christmas preparation. 

A deeper look can allow Advent to be about preparing my heart for Jesus to come to me more intimately during these four weeks.  
The exploration – the activity and the work of Advent – can be about discovering where I need Jesus to come to in my life.  This is a 
process of examining the places in my heart where Jesus is missing, where his style, his way, and his heart are not like mine.  It is an 
opportunity to feel the absence, to feel the emptiness, or perhaps the shallowness of certain places in my heart.  The beginning of the 
Advent experience is to allow myself to enter into an experience of missing something and of longing for something to replace it. 

We don’t want to skip over this step.  To pray, “Come, Lord Jesus” without knowing what I’m asking for will ultimately not be the 
best way to make that prayer.  One way to help ourselves be more concrete and specific, we can journal our preparations.  For  
example, we can put pen to paper – or fingers to keyboard – to ask ourselves key questions:  What is feeling “empty” in me?  Where do 
I feel I’ve not let Jesus into my heart?  In what areas might I have walled him out?  Into what pain, loneliness, fear or anger have I 
not invited him?  

When I start naming my responses, I can begin to feel a longing.  I can let myself sense that I’m not going to be happy if I continue to 
live with resentment or sadness or any kind of darkness.  I can imagine how much happier I’d be if I let myself express a desire to 
welcome Jesus into those spaces where I need him, where I need healing, where I need renewal, where I need his comfort and peace. 

As I write this all out, during the early weeks of Advent, and hear the Isaiah’s readings and their promises, I will begin to say “Come, 
Lord Jesus” in a new way – with genuine hope and expectation, with deep desire, with feeling and energy. 

When our desire meets God’s desire for us, something we call “grace” happens.  The gift is given where we are most receptive to  
receive it. 

Our desire for Jesus to fill us will make Advent a season that truly is about the Incarnation – the coming of Jesus, in the fleshy  
reality of our day to day life.  And, it will get us to the manger and the reality of the fact that the one who came then, is here to 
come again – into the same poverty and with the same welcome with which Mary and Joseph received him with trust and hope. 

“Come, Lord Jesus, Come!" 



Substitute Teachers Needed! 
As we continue through this challenging year, we find ourselves in need of substitute teachers 
to help out when a staff member must be absent.  Parents who have completed their Safe  
environment training and background checks are eligible to serve as subs for our classrooms.  
We are asking that your prayerfully consider helping the school out in this capacity if you are 
able to!  If you would like to be added to the sub list, please contact Kathleen Higgins in the 
office and she will walk you through the next steps!  

Turkey Trot Success! 
A great big thank you to all who volunteered to make our first annual Turkey 
Trot a fun and successful event!  The kids enjoyed getting out in the sunshine 
and staff and volunteers enjoyed watching them get their laps in!  Remember, 
pledge sheets and money are due on December 4th!  A couple of lucky kiddos 
have specially marked envelopes for a prize, so be sure to turn them in!  

St. Mary’s Christmas Talent Show 

Miss Brooks has organized a Christmas Program for December 17.  Classes 
will be participating within their cohorts, performing a variety of Christmas 
music.  Students will be allowed to wear pajamas on that day! The event will 
be recorded and available for parents to watch.  More information will be 
provided as we get closer to that day! 



 Reminder: Please Scan the QR Code Daily!! 

Remember: Scan the QR code or click the Daily Response form link on the St. Mary’s School 
website in the COVID policies page to pre-screen your child before 8:00 a.m.  All families 
must complete this process daily. 

Important Upcoming Dates 

Dec 1 2nd Qtr Midterm 

Dec 3 PTO Bake Sale/Dress Down $1 

Dec 4 Turkey Trot Pledge Sheets Due 

Dec 7 4:00 p.m. Girl’s Basketball vs.  

 Fairview @St. Mary’s 

 6:30 p.m. Virtual Family Rosary  

Dec 8 PTO meeting - Zoom 

Dec 10 PTO meeting dress down 

 Girls Basketball Playoffs 
 @Meadowlark 

Dec 11 Christmas Door Decorating  

 Judging 

 PTO Mr. Jim’s Pizza Night 

Dec 14 Girls Basketball Playoffs 
 @Meadowlark 

Dec 17 Christmas Program/Talent Show 

 Pajama Day! 

Dec 18 Dress - UP! Wear your Christmas 
 Best! 

 Classroom Christmas Parties 

Dec 21 - Jan 3    Christmas Break 

 

St. Mary’s School COVID-19 Sick Policy 
If you keep your child home for an illness, our policy is that your child remain at home until they are symptom/fever 
free for 72 hours.  With the holiday season upon us, many families are choosing to celebrate with people they are nor-
mally not around, increasing the risk for exposure.  In addition, we are coming into flu season as well.  Please remem-
ber that we can provide students with a distance learning option when they are absent for 3 or more days.  Be sure to 
fill out your QR code and indicate which symptoms your child is experiencing.  We appreciate your cooperation with 
this policy, as it will reduce in-school exposures dramatically and pave the way to St. Mary’s staying open all year for 
in-person learning! 

May you be filled with HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE 
This Advent Season! 



Sixth Grade 

Spotlight on Sixth Grade! 

What's Happening in 6th Grade 

 By: Evan and Brendan from 6th grade 
 
Hi! We’re here to tell you some stuff about 6th grade! We are keeping you up to date on everything 
that’s happening in our class from school work to conversations we have with our teacher! We 
hope you like it!  
ELA: We are currently working on Expository Writing! 
Math: So for math we have a lot going on. We are doing a lot of algebra, which is ok. It can be 
pretty easy, but it gets harder. We are also doing a lot of Khan Academy, which is an online math 
site if you didn’t know. The math we are learning is NOT easy. So 5th graders, if you thought your 
math was hard, wait until 6th grade! 
Religion: All souls day, saints day, saints, saint poster 
Science: Genes, traits 
P.E.: Basketball 
Music: Christmas talent show 
Art: Color wheel 
Spanish: Day of the dead 



What’s Happening in Fifth Grade! 

The 5th graders have been working hard this year and I have been very blessed 
to have each and everyone one of them! We have done some exciting things this 
year. They have had the opportunity to go on a couple virtual reality tours in  
science and in history.  The 5th graders this year are blowing through the math 
book and showing great improvement in their test scores! They are super  
excited to finish up their class chosen novel Summer of the Monkeys. This group 
of kids has also had the opportunity to create sugar skulls with Mrs. Lipowski, 
start a jump roping segment in PE with Mr. Wordeman, rehearse their Christmas 
talent show acts with Miss Brooks, and have become amazing artists with the 
help of Mrs. Clark. It has been so fun to watch this group of students grow and 
I look forward to making more wonderful memories with them as we approach 
the Holidays! 
 

Mr. Essex 






